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Robert Rankin, 32, of
Toowong, pictured left,
is a man who will not be
stopped easily. .

He also is a man with a deep
love of nature.

So, when you put the two to-
gether, it is no surprise to come
up with a beautifully-produced,
coffee-table book detailing the
beauty, bushwalking and ram-
bling opportunities of what he
describes as the “wild places
near Brisbane”.

The 144-page book, “On the

Edge of Wilderness”, with 65

color and black and white pho-
tographs, is his first . . . and he
published the initial 3000 copies
himself. Already more than a
third of them have been sold.
“Everything to do with the
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book is local — the author-pub-
lisher, color separators, printer,
binder and contents,” Mr Ran-
kin said.

“Brisbane people are most
fortunate to have such wilder-
ness areas so close.

“Sydney, of course, has the
Blue Mountains, but our areas
are at least the equal of any-
thing in the Blue Mountains . . .
and I wanted people to know
what they have and how they
could use and enjoy these
areas.”

A bushwalker of many years,
Mr Rankin has described the
walks, national parks and wil-
derness areas in a scenic rim
around Brisbane.
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This includes the Scenic Rim
itself, a chain of mountains of
the McPherson and Great Di-
viding Ranges which forms an
arc around Brisbane at a dis-
tance of about 100km. It in-
cludes also Cooloola, the Glass-
house Mountains, Moreton Is-
land and the Lamington
National Park.

Rambles

“The Scenic Rim is perfect
for annual holidays, it takes ex-
actly four weeks to walk
around, but people have to be
fit,” Mr Rankin said.

“Most people just choose to
take day or week-end rambles.”

He said most of the walks
were within a two-hour drive of
Brisbane.

“This is why I produced the
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book — other books have talked
mainly about conserving the
wilderness, I wanted to tell peo-
ple how to enjoy using it,” he
said.

He has advised on preparing
for bush-walks, drawing on his
own and others’ experience, and
also produced detailed maps of
the various areas giving distanc-

‘es and average walking times

and mountain heights.

Mr Rankin, who graduated
with a Master of Science De-
gree in physics from the
Queensland University of
Queensland, now is working for
his Ph D at Griffith University.

A keen photographer, each
year he publishes a selection of
his and other photographers’
wilderness pictures in calendar
form.
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