V)

ILDERNESS PHOTOGRAPHY

Major new books

BOOKS

Wilderness Light
by Robert Rankin (Rankin Publishers, 1993,
RRP $39.95).

Over the last few years Robert Rankin has
become one of Australia’s most prolific and
best-known self-publishing wilderness
photographers. This, his second book after
Classic Wild Walks of Australia, appears, on first
brief inspection, as a cross between a coffee-
table picture-book and a step-by-step guide to
taking better photographs. Wilderness Light,
however, is substantially more than this.
Rankin is obviously fascinated with lighting
and composition and with these two major
themes he successfully weaves philosophy,
art, history and style into a very worthy work.

ROBERT RANKIN

The colour photographs are generally
superb, in fact better than anything I have seen
of Rankin’s. His inspiration obviously stems
from the likes of Olegas Truchanas and Peter
Dombrovskis and for this he makes no
apologies. Each photograph is conveniently
related to the text, where Rankin explains his
concepts by example—a method which works
very well. His statement, ‘Of the many visual
arts,. it is photography which involves the
most complex technology’ is certainly true
and it is to his credit that he wisely leaves
camera technology behind and concentrates
on taking good. photographs. As he says:
‘Modern photographic. equipment simply
makes recording the chosen image easier and
quicker; it does not enhance it.” A brief chapter
is devoted to the technical considerations of
taking pictures and here again Rankin has
avoided bogging the reader down with too
much scientific jargon. In the end, Rankin’s
advice is uncomplicated and easy to follow.

Brief environmental notes appear toward
the back of the book and put into perspective

the true value of each wilderness area in which
the photographs were taken. The book itself is
casebound, of 160 pages and includes 44
colour plates. Wilderness Light should appeal
to anyone who loves the outdoors and enjoys
recording wilderness scenes on film.

Glenn Tempest

Find Me a Mountain-Timbertop and
the Victorian High Country '
(Geelong Grammar School, 1993, RRP $39.95
plus $1.50 for postage and packaging, from
GGS Timbertop PB, via Mansfield, Vic 3722).

To mark the 40th anniversary of the opening
of Timbertop—Geelong Grammar School’s
famous campus in the Victorian Alps—the
school has published a collection of writings
and photos by past and present students and
staff. This is a beautifully prodiiced, large-
format book in which Timbertop the campus
takes a (far) back seat to the surrounding
mountains. While not every photo, and
certainly not every brief piece of writing, is a
winner, many are; the result is something
which few with a weakness for Victoria’s
magnificent high country will be able to resist
despite an irritating number of walking
groups that are too large for such a fragile
environment. Find Me a Mountain captures the
spirit of the Australian high country as few
books have.

Chris Baxter

Being Outside
by Tim Macartney-Snape (Australian
Geographic, 1993, RRP $19.95).

Australia’s most feted mountaineer has
written a different kind of instructional tome.
He ably guides us through familiar terrain
with chapters covering outdoor skills,
equipment and safety. But the trek also

_includes side-trips into the author’s ex-

periences and philosophy. This is a hand-
somely produced "how to do it’ book that also
doubles as a chronicle of ‘how and why I did
it’.

As though to proclaim this difference, the
cover of Being Outside is not a routine photo of
happy campers but one of the author
spread-eagled mid-air over an outback
water-hole. This exuberant image of ‘letting
go’ evokes the ethos of the book. For
Macartney-Snape the natural world is the
‘home of the soul’ and a deeper contact with
the outdoors is essential if we are to be
reconciled with the ‘first man’ in ourselves.

Such ideals are reflected in vignettes from
the author’s outdoor apprenticeship which
preface discussions of gear and bushcraft.
Most of the anecdotes are instructive and
entertaining but some seem like padding,
such as the preamble to the sleeping-bag
section which recounts Macartney-Snape’s
decision to buy a warmer bag.

Readers hungry for hard information might
become impatient with these digressions, as
well as a lack of signposting. To find out about
footwear, for example, you have to wander to
the end of the chapter titled ‘Comfort in the
cold’.

Given the author’s predilections, it's no
surprise to find strong coverage of matters
frosty and lofty. Some of the best advice deals
with snow-caves, alpine weather, glacier
travel and the like. We also learn about
gathering water up to 6000 metres, face-
masks, and stapling gaiters to plastic boots.
But one wonders how pertinent some of these
hints are for those who venture out closer to
home and sea-level.

Being Outside may not be the ultimate
reference manual, but it is a spirited discourse
on outdoors life by one of our most eminent
outside persons.

Quentin Chester

; Being,

Outside

A comprebensive manual for all who want to enjoy
the outdoors by one of Audralia’s greatest adventurera

Tim Macartney-Snape
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